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Effects of bark-stripping by sika deer in a subalpine coniferous forest in Mt Kobushigatake

Takuo NAGAIKE, Hayato IIJIMA", Fumiko ARAKAWA

Summary : We studied the effects of bark-stripping by sika deer (Cervus nippon) in a subalpine coniferous
forest dominated by Abies veitchii and clarified the changes from 2009 to 2018. Stem density in 2018 has
decreased to 66% in 2009, and that of A. mariesii, second dominated trees species, has sharply decreased
to 44%. In both census years, no bark-stripped trees were the most in two species. However, bark-stripped
trees were considerably increased from 66 to 114 of A. wveitchii and from 13 to 23 of A. mariesii. For dead

trees between census years, about 90% was no bark-stripped trees for both species.
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