The effect of heavy snow which occurred in 2014 on population dynamics of sika deer in Yamanashi prefecture, central
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Summary : Heavy snow occurred in February 2014 in Yamanashi prefecture, central Japan. It is important to
evaluate the effect of heavy snow on population dynamics of sika deer for deer population control in
Yamanashi prefecture because mass mortality of sika deer after heavy snow has been reported. I made a check
sheet to report the information of died deer and gathered the information from March to June 2014. Totally,
214 died deer were reported. The slope of the location where died deer was found is steeper, the cause of deer
mortality was tended to be reported as avalanche but not starvation. Female deer of >1 year old dominated
46% of total died deer. The percentages of died deer compared to deer number before the occurrence of heavy
snow were low for most places but there was a place where the percentage of died deer reached more than
30%. In conclusion, heavy snow which occurred in February 2014 in Yamanashi prefecture could decrease or

suppress the increase of deer for some places.
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