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Age structure and pregnant rate of sika deer ( Cervus nippon) population

in Yamanashi prefecture

Hayato IIJIMA

Summary : Age structure and pregnant rate of sika deer ( Cervus nippon) population in Yamanashi pre-
fecture were surveyed by using the first incisor of captured deer and direct check the existence of for each
captured female deer. Generally, the number of captured deer for each age decreased with the increase of
age. However, age structure was suggested to not be biased toward younger age because Y/A ratio (the
ratio of number of captured first-year deer to that of older deer) was 0.28. Deer were pregnant at first-
year and pregnant rate of both first-year and older deer was 77%. In conclusion, current hunting pressure
was not strong to affect age structure of sika deer population in Yamanashi prefecture and sika deer

population in Yamanashi prefecture had great potential to increase.
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