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Dynamics of naturally regenerated trees in Larix kaempferi plantations in a riparian area

Takuo NAGAIKE

Summary : To consider ecological restoration in a riparian area, I studied dynamics of naturally regener-
ated trees with special reference to bark-stripping by sika deer (Cervus nippon) in Larix kaempferi
plantations. Stem density was decreased in unthinned stand, while that was increased in thinned stand.
In the unthinned stand, Abies homolepis, Syringa reticulate and planted L. kaempferi were particularly
decreased due to self-thinning and effects of shading. To consider maintaining the population of S. reticu-
late, designated as vulnerable species in Yamanashi Prefecture, it might be necessary to improve the light
condition and protect by bark-stripping by sika deer. Although the studied stands were not so serious
damage by bark-stripping compared to other stands in Yamanashi, it should be monitored carefully ahd

continuously to conserve riparian area and endangered species.
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