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Bark-stripping by sika deer (Cervus nippon) in natural forests
in northern part of Minami-Alps National Park

Takuo NAGAIKE, Hayato IIJIMA, Chiaki OTSU, Seiji MATSUZAKI

Summary : We studied effects of bark-stripping by sika deer ( Cervus nippon) in natural forests in north-
ern part of Minami-Alps National Park. Among three forest types (deciduous broad-leaved forests, sub-
alpine coniferous forests, and Betula ermanii forests), ratio of debarking trees to total number of stems
was the highest in deciduous broad-leaved forests and the lowest in Betula ermanii forests. In each forest
type, the ratio was higher in 2012 than in 2008. In particular, Betula ermanii forests were not affected at
all in 2008, but affected in 2012 and should be carefully monitored because the forests was close to alpine
zone as vulnerable areas against deer effects. And isolated distribution of Abies spp in Betula forests

should be affected by bark-stripping seriously.
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