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Outbreak and subsequent population dynamics of Epinotia piceae (Isshiki)
on the northern side of Mt. Fuji

Masashi OHSAWA

Summary : After the outbreak of Epinotia piceae (Isshiki) in 2001, subsequent population dynamics of
the moth was investigated in Abies veitzit forests on the northern side of Mt. Fuji. The investigations
were conducted on both larva and adult populations from 2004 (2003) to 2014. The population of E. piceae
decreased rapidly after the outbreak in 2001 to a small amount, and continued small until 2009. It, how-
ever, started to increase in 2010, and reached its peak in 2012. Population peaks were different in time
among forest stands investigated and occurred from 2011 to 2013. Then, the population decreased again
to a small amount in 2014. E. piceae possibly increases and decreases its population in a 8- to 12-year cycle.
There was an outbreak of E. piceae in Mt. Zizo in Zao, Yamagata Prefecture, in 2013 while its population
was around at peak in Mt Fuji. It is, therefore, possible that the population cycle of this moth occurs in

synchronized timing in a broad area including Mt. Fuji and Mt. Zizo.
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