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Studies for Effects of Sika Deer (Cervus nippon) on Alpine and Subalpine Vegetation and Their
Management at Minami-Alps Mountains, Yamanashi Prefecture
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Abstract We studied effects of sika deer (Cervus nippon) and their management at Minami-Alps, Yamanashi Prefecture.
Browsing effect by sika deer was still severe for vegetation, and annual changes of the effect had large variation. In
subalpine forests, debarking for coniferous trees was abundant in sites with subalpine meadows. Sika deer population
was found in 2700m around former Kitadake-Sanso, based on camera-trapping method. The method to make pathogen-
free seedlings of Polemonium caeruleum ssp. yezoense var. nipponicum, as vulnerable species, was nearly established. Most of

collected seeds of Callianthemum hondoense, critically endangered species, were empty.
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