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Evaluation of the Method for Stopping the Embryonic Growth Aiming
to Decrease the Reproductive Success of Great Cormorants
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Abstract

We evaluated the efficiency of various methods for decreasing the reproductive success in great cormorant
Phalacrocorax carbo, greatly increasing in number and damaging the fresh water fisheries. In chicken eggs available
throughout the year, we have observed that the injection of hydrochloric acid in the egg and quick cooling of the egg with
liquid nitrogen effectively stopped the embryonic growth. We also developed the camera system which enabled the day-

night monitoring of the behavior of great cormorants in the nest. The quick cooling method and continuous monitoring of

behavior were proved to be highly useful in order to control the reproductive success of the cormorant colony.
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