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Studies for Controlling the Damage by Wildlife
Debarking of Trees by Sika Deer (Cervus nippon)

Yamanashi Forest Research Institute
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Abstract

As a new method to prevent the debarking of newly planted trees by sika deer (Cervus nippon), I evaluated the effects
of increased hight of weeding on debarking in young hinoki (Chamaecyparis obtusa) plantations. A camera trap equipped
with an infrared—ray sensor was applied to estimate the frequency of occurrence of sika deer. One sika deer was camera
trapped in summer 2006, however the analysis of camera recordings in March 2007 has revealed no occurrence of sika
dear during the winter. Newly debarked tree was not found in the study plots either in the winter 2007. The winter
2007 was extraordinarily warm, and snow cover was very low. Sika deer could find foods besides of the bark in the field,

therefore the occurrence of sika deer and the debarking damage of planted trees were both decreased.
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