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. - Project to Promote the Development of High-End Souvenirs
[ m*ljkgmﬁ%i‘mﬁﬁi%ﬁ }[/_ 70 'I%%E/\o_ </ ] In collaboration with the Yamanashi Design Center, an affiliate of the Yamanashi Prefectural Museum of Art

A Yamanashi Design Project: Reimagining Yamanashi Products
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Yamanashi Prefecture Sightseeing spot management support group Information Page

https://www.pref.yamanashi.jp/kankou-sk/kokusaik/miyage_yamanashi-design-project.html

BRLWADE TEL1055(223)1620 Yamanashi Heritage x Global Design

Nine products showcasing the beauty of ‘washi’ paper, crystals, and textiles,
[ IUELIE R 2 & ¥ #FE [SEH A M) designed for the world stage.
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In FY 2024, Yamanashi Prefecture unveiled a new product development initiative, crafting high-quality products for global travelers and
modern luxury consumers both abroad and in Japan. This project unites our rich local heritage - the artistry born from Yamanashi’s unique
Designer #4144+ — 158 history and climate - with the expertise of world-renowned designers.
" This year, nine exquisite pieces were created by three Yamanashi-based businesses specializing in ‘washi’ paper, crystals, and textiles, in
Eﬂ. [=] TESEE A S5 ST Eﬂ‘ [=] AT collaboration with three globally active Japanese designers. We are committed to showcasing these Yamanashi exclusive, high-value
E‘ Naoto Fukasawa Fumie Shibata I-Elr: Reiko Sudo creations to the world through targeted PR, solidifying Yamanashi’s place as a destination for unparalleled craftsmanship.
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Kazufumi Nagai,
Project Organizer/Yamanashi Prefecture Design Center (CDO) Center Director

Kazufumi Nagai is involved in corporate and administrative reform support, branding, visual identity design, and project design.
As of 2015, he hold the position of Creative Director at Tokyo Brand (Tokyo). From 2015-2017, he was Chair of the Good Design Award Judging Committee
He has served as Professor, Design Department, Faculty of Art, Tama Art University; President, HAKUHODO DESIGN; and TCL Executive Supervisor.
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Naoto Fukasawa
Product Designer

Naoto Fukasawa is known for his quiet-yet-powerful deigns that anticipates the
needs of consumers from their perspective, rather than asserting his own
individuality as a designer. Over the course of his career, he has designed and
consulted for some 70-plus global-scale companies, earning him the distinction of
being one of the world” s most influential designers. He is also the recipient of several
awards, including the Isamu Noguchi Award and Collab Design Excellence Awards
2024.1n 2022, he established THE DESIGN SCIENCE FOUNDATION with a view to
expanding the ties between design and science. He serves as Vice President of the
Tama Art University, as well as Director of the Japan Folk Crafts Museum
(Mingeikan).
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Ai Furutani, Onao
Prefecture-Based Business

Incorporated in 1960 as Onao Co., Ltd. in Ichikawamisato-cho, Yamanashi Prefecture,
Onao has been creating products that continue to portray the possibilities and
beauty of washi (Japanese paper), as well as the aesthetic values of Japanese daily
|ife. One of the inspirations behind the company name comes from a passage in
Lao-zi, “The greatest straightness appears crooked.” The substance of the passage is
that the greatest straightness (Onao) seems bent, yet it is upright and righteous.
Respecting such spirit, our company continues to pursue the ideal relationship
between washi and people, while building on the heritage passed down from our
predecessors and taking on challenges to connect it to the future. One of these
challenges is SIWA. By focusing on its texture and strength of washi, we will expand
the possibilities of washi and develop the new washi materials that combine strength
and beauty to suit modern life.
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Fumie Shibata
Product Designer

Fumie Shibata was born in Yamanashi Prefecture to a family of Koshu textile weavers.
She is currently working on collaborative projects with manufacturers inside and
outside of Japan, including everything from electronics products to furniture,
medical equipment, general design direction of hotels, and more. She is the recipient
of the Grand Prize for the lighting category of the Ello Deco International Design
Award; the Red Dot Award Best of the Best; the iF Design Award Gold Prize; the
Mainichi Design Prize; the Good Design Gold Award, and more. Ms. Shibata is also a
professor at the Tama Art University. Her publications include Aru katachi no
uchigawa ni aru, mo hitotsu no katachi (The Shape Inside”).
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Product Presentations for the Modern Luxury Consumer in Japan and Around the World
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Koji Takuma, Takuma Gem Carving
Prefecture-Based Business

Yamanashi Prefecture—known as a hub for Japanese jewelry-making, produces
high-end craft products from materials such as crystal, agate, jade, and more. The
business has also taken up the challenge of development of a new technique, called
dozuri, which blends metal and stone in a seamless look. Takuma Gem Carving
blends tradition and innovation for an a highly unique style. In recent years, Etsuji
Takuma has continued to work on collaborative initiatives with various jewelry
brands to further expand the company’ s horizons. Against a backdrop of the
company’ slong history and rich natural environment, Mr. Takuma continues to draw
out the mood and beauty encapsulated in rough gemstones.
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Reiko Sudo
Textile Designer

Reiko Sudo was born in Ishioka City, Ibaraki Prefecture. Reiko Sudo is currently
Professor Emeritus at Tokyo Zokei University and President of Nuno Corporation. As
of 2008, she has acted as textile design advisor for Ryohin Keikaku Co., Ltd.,
Yamagata Prefecture Tsuruoka Fabric Industry Cooperative, AS Inc., etc. She has also
served on the advisory board of Ryohin Keikaku Co., Ltd. since 2016. She is the
recipient of various awards such as the Mainichi Design Prize, Enku Grand Award,
Minister of Education Award for Fine Arts, and more. Ms. Sudo is engaged in the
making of new textiles, using everything from Japanese traditional dyeing and
weaving techniques to modern cutting-edge technologies. Her works are on
permanent display at the New York Museum of Modern Art, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the Museum of Fine ARTs, Boston (MFA), Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, the Victoria and Albert Muzeum, the National Museum of Modern
Art, Tokyo, etc.
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Shota Watanabe, TSUGUO
Prefecture-Based Business

TSUGUO’ s predecessor business was launched as a textile producer in 1891in
Shimoyoshida, Fujiyoshida, Yamanashi Prefecture. The third-generation owner,
Tsuguo Watanabe, established TSUGUO in 1974. As of 1993, current president
Masataka Watanabe, took over the business. He continues to run the company today,
alongside his wife and sons Shota and Ryota. The company produces and sells
textiles, mainly for clothing, in a variety of both natural and artificial fibers, including
silk, wool, cuprammonium rayon, polyester, and more. Specializing in dense,
fine-count plain and jacquard fabrics, TSUGUO takes customized orders from major
overseas brands.



