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  Besides the ascending routes from the foot, Fujisan had the pilgrimage routes at the 5th 
station and the mountaintop, which were called “Ochudo” and “Ohachi-meguri” . “Ochudo” 
is the route to make a circuit around the mountainside of the 5th to 6th station, which was 
considered to be the boundary between heaven and earth. “Ohachi-meguri” is the route to 
make a circuit around the crater called “Naiin” on the mountaintop, visiting the eight peaks.
“Ochudo” is said to originate with Enno Gyoja (a 7th-century ascetic) the founder of 
Shugendo sect. As Hasegawa Kakugyo (1541-1646), who is regarded as the founder of 
Fuji-ko, also made pilgrimages along the route of “Ochudo” , it became the route of 
ascetic training for Fuji-ko followers. It is said that only those who had climbed Fujisan 
three times or more were allowed to pass.

  Unlike Ohachi-meguri, Ochudo cannot be made a circuit now, but the walking path has been set from the 5th station of the Fuji Subaru Line Toll 
Road to Oniwa, which is actually a popular trekking course. You can enjoy nature and dynamic views of Fujisan near the forest limit spreading from 
2,200 to 2,400 meters above sea level. The subalpine trees have been dwarfed and shaped by the severe wind and snow, and the native 
rhododendrons and mountain cranberries add color, which is exactly the garden created by the great nature of Fujisan. Walking leisurely along the 
path on the boundary between heaven and earth is a lot of fun. Even after the climbing season is over, you can enjoy walking until autumn when 
the leaves of larch turn yellow, which is also attractive to many visitors.

Road on the boundary between heaven and earth & 
Road in the sky (Ochudo & Ohachi-meguri)

Okuniwa at 5th Station
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This is located at the mountaintop end of the 
Omiya-Murayama Ascending Route (present 
Fujinomiya Ascending Route). The origin is 
considered Dainichi Temple which was built by 
Saint Matsudai (a 12th-century Buddhist), in the 
Heian period (794-1185). Today, it is Okumiya 
(literally, rear shrine) of Fujisan Hongu Sengen 
Taisha Shrine. The area above the 8th station of 
Fujisan is regarded as the precincts of Okumiya.

Fujisan Hongu Sengen Taisha 
Shrine Okumiya (Dainichi-sha)

This was called “Sainokawara” because 
of its landscape like a desolate river 
beach. Some drawings in the Edo period 
tell that many stone pagodas had been 
piled up by pilgrims called “doja” who 
made worship-ascents.

Yasunokawara (Sainokawara)

Gimmeisui (literally, silvery 
clear water) is the sacred water 
which used to spring from the 
wells at the mountaintop. 
Worship-ascenders collected 
the spring water with bamboo 
tubes at Gimmeisui and 
Kimmeisui (literally, golden 
clear water) as “the sacred 
water of Fujisan” and they 
brought them home.

Gimmeisui
Toraiwa rock

KimmeisuiThe bottom of the crater of Fujisan, which is as deep as 
it comes to the same altitude as the 8th station, is called 
“Naiin” or “Dai-Naiin”. It is considered to be the inner 
sanctum that no one is allowed to step in by Fujisan 
Hongu Sengen Taisha Shrine.

Naiin, the inner sanctum
This is one of the eight peaks and it was called “Mt. Yakushidake” in the Edo 
period. After the Meiji Restoration, the name was changed to Kusushi. This 
is the mountaintop end of the Yoshida and Subashiri Ascending Routes. The 
present Kusushi-jinja Shrine, which was the former Yakushi-do, is the 
subsidiary shrine of Fujisan Hongu Sengen Taisha Shrine Okumiya.

Mt.Kusushidake / Kusushi-jinja Shrine

This is the highest peak of the eight peaks of 
Fujisan and the highest point in Japan with a 
height of 3,776 meters. In front of the former 
Fujisan Meteorological Observatory, there are 
the monument inscribed 3,776 and the stone of 
second-order triangulation marker.

Mt. Kengamine

  Even today, many climbers aim at seeing “Goraiko (the holy sunrise) ”, near the 
summit. In the days of Fujisan Worship, it was called “Goraigo”. It was said that 
when they worshiped the inner sanctum, Naiin, with the morning sun in the 
background, the three Buddhas of Amida, Kannon, and Seishi would appear. This 
phenomenon is thought to be a “Brocken specter”, which often occurs on the 
mountain. The shadow of a “doja” pilgrim is reflected in the cloud or fog on the 
opposite side and appears bigger with the light of the sun, and a ring of rainbow-
colored light is formed around it. When such two natural phenomena occur at the 
same time, a miracle view can be seen.
  In Japan, where mountain worship had been taking root since ancient times, 
“Goraiko (or Goraigo)” were revered as the light of mountain or the light of Buddha. 

In the Japanese views of religion, where people believed in the deities in themselves, a Brocken specter might be believed to 
be the appearance of Amida Buddha, even it was scientifically unraveled. Goraiko seen at the highest summit in Japan after 
climbing up a long steep mountain pass has reflected the unchangeable spirituality of the Japanese. They have found the deities 
in everything of nature, they have felt awe and wonder in natural forces, and they have thanked for the miracle being alive. 
Because you can see Goraiko from anywhere above the 6th station on the Yoshida Ascending Route, the number of climbers 
that enjoy Goraiko in front of a mountain hut and aim for the summit slowly after it becomes bright is also increasing.

The best view in Japan, Goraiko / Goraigo

A sea of clouds and Goraiko
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Access to the Component assets
Yoshida Ascending Route〈to Umagaeshi (below the 1st Station)〉 
By Train ● Get on a Fujikyu Bus at Fujisan station of Fujikyuko Line and get off at the 
“Umagaeshi” bus stop. It takes approx. 30min. *Please check the operation date because 
the buses are seasonal services from April to October.
By Car ●《to Umagaeshi (below the 1st Station)》Approx. 25 min. from Kawaguchiko I.C. 
of Chuo Expressway / Fujiyoshida I.C. of Higashi Fujigoko Road 

Funatsu Lava Tree Molds 
By Train ● Get on a Fujikyu Bus at Kawaguchiko station of Fujikyuko Line and get off at 
the “Fujisan Kagaku Kenkyujo (Mount Fuji Research Institute) ” bus stop. It takes approx. 
25min. and another 5 min. on foot from the bus stop.
By Car ● Approx. 10 min. from Kawaguchiko I.C. of Chuo Expressway / Fujiyoshida I.C. 
of Higashi Fujigoko Road

Yoshida Lava Tree Molds (The inside is not open to the public.)
BBy Train ● Get on a Fujikyu Bus at Kawaguchiko station of Fujikyuko Line and get off at 
the “Fujisan Kagaku Kenkyujo (Mount Fuji Research Institute)” bus stop. It takes approx. 
25min. and another 15 min. on foot from the bus stop.
By Car ● Approx. 10 min. from Kawaguchiko I.C. of Chuo Expressway / Fujiyoshida I.C. 
of Higashi Fujigoko Road 

Fujisan mountaintop worship sites
To the 5th station of each Ascending Route, get on a mountain bus at the main stations 
(Kawaguchiko, Fujisan, Gotemba, Mishima, Shin-Fuji, Fujinomiya, Fuji, Shin-Matsuda, 
and others). 
Fujisan Climbing season:
July 1st - Sep. 10th (Yoshida Ascending Route)
July 10th - Sep. 10th (Subashiri, Gotemba and Fujinomiya Ascending Routes)

Umagaeshi

Okuniwa

Ochudo

Mt. Kengamine

Yoshida Ascending Route

Funatsu Lava Tree Molds

Mountaintop worship sites

Yoshida Lava Tree Molds


